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88 Strong! A message from the 60th Basileus.   

 

Greetings Brothers of Nu Omega Chapter, 

 

 I extend my warmest wishes to you and your loved ones. This time of year invites reflection, gratitude, and 

togetherness, and it is a reminder of the values that unite us as a fraternity. That being brotherhood, service, and mu-

tual respect. 

I am deeply thankful for the dedication, fellowship, and support shown by our members throughout the past year. 

Whether through our meetings, social action efforts, or the simple acts of looking out for one another, you have 

strengthened our chapter and honored its traditions. 

As we look ahead to the coming year, my hope is that we continue to renew and deepen our bonds of brotherhood. 

May we move forward with unity, purpose, and optimism, building on our successes and embracing new opportuni-

ties to grow and serve together. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I thank you for your commitment. 

May the New Year bring continued success to you and to our great organization! 

 

Fraternally, 

Basileus BG 

Bro Brandon C. Graham 

60th Basileus - Nu Omega Chapter 

The Oasis of Omega 

nuomegabasileus@gmail.com  

 



 Ϊή 

Our Chapter proudly announces the transition of executive leadership as we continue our commitment to excel-

lence, service, and brotherhood. With gratitude for the dedication of our outgoing officers and confidence in the 

vision of our newly elected team, we look forward to a strong and productive year ahead! 

During the recent election cycle, the Brotherhood selected a new slate of leaders who will guide the Chapterôs op-

erations, uphold our Fraternityôs standards, and advance the programs that strengthen our presence in the commu-

nity. The transition process has been marked by collaboration, transparency, and a shared commitment to ensuring 

continuity in all chapter affairs. 

Let us introduce our Nu Omega Chapter 2025-2026 Executive Leadership Team; 

 

Basileus: Bro. Brandon C. Graham  | 60th Basileus | 10-16-Nɋ  

Brother Graham steps into the role with a clear focus on organizational growth, operational excel-

lence, and strengthening the bonds of brotherhood. 

 

 

Vice Basileus: Bro. Daryl Shackelford  | 6-95-Nɋ 

Brother Shackelford will support the Basileus in managing chapter operations, overseeing commit-

tees, and driving key initiatives. 

 

 

Keeper of Records and Seals: Bro. Jahmal Dokes  | 2-23-Nɋ 

Brother Dokes will maintain accurate chapter records, manage correspondence, and ensure the integ-

rity of all official documentation. 

 

 

Keeper of Finance: Bro. William F. Coleman III | 10-23-Nɋ 

Brother Coleman will oversee the chapterôs financial operations, ensuring transparency, accountabil-

ity, and responsible stewardship of resources. 

 

The Business of Our Fraternity: Welcoming Our New FY 2026 Executive Committee 

Submitted by: Bro. Albert A. Smith III 
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Chapter Chaplain: Bro. Rev. Lester E. Thomas  | 1-21-Nɋ 

Brother Thomas will provide spiritual guidance, support chapter rituals, and help foster unity 

and reflection within the Brotherhood. 

 

 

 

Keeper of Peace: Bro. Bruce Harrison  | 14-18-Nɋ 

Brother Harrison will maintain order during meetings, lead our ritualistic memorial services, 

and uphold the standards of conduct expected of all Brothers. 

 

 

 

Chapter Editor: Bro. Albert A. Smith III  | 5-16-Nɋ 

Brother Smith will manage chapter publications, website updates, and historical documentation, 

ensuring our story is preserved and shared with excellence. 

 

 

 

Immediate Past Basileus: Bro. Chad K. Rhodes | 59th Basileus  | 9-98-Nɋ 

Brother Rhodes concludes his term with distinction, offering continuity and counsel as the new 

administration transcends into and throughout the new term.  

 

 

 

The outgoing leadership team has worked closely with the newly elected officers to ensure a smooth and efficient 

transition. Their cooperation reflects the strength of our Brotherhood and our shared commitment to continuity 

and progress. As we welcome our new leaders, we extend our appreciation to all Brothers who have served and 

continue to serve in leadership roles. The Chapter remains united in its mission, energized for the work ahead, 

and confident in the direction set by our new executive team! 

 

              Leadership (cont.Ɋ 
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Francis Morse Dent, Esq. stands as one of the most influential legal figures in the early history of the Nu Ome-

ga Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and a pioneering civil rights attorney in Detroit. A charter member 

of the Nu Omega Chapter, Dent helped shape not only the fraternityôs enduring legacy in Michigan but also the 

broader struggle for racial equality in housing and civil rights during the mid-20th century. His life and work 

continue to inspire lawyers, fraternity brothers, and community leaders committed to justice and uplift. 

A Legacy in Law and Civil Rights 
 
 Dentôs contributions extend beyond fraternal bonds into the realm of 

civil rights jurisprudence. In the 1940s, he played a crucial role in the land-

mark case McGhee v. Sipes, which addressed racially restrictive covenants 

in housing, legal instruments used to prevent African Americans from pur-

chasing or occupying homes in certain neighborhoods. Alongside the 

NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Dent worked tirelessly to defend the rights of 

the Orsel and Minnie McGhee family, who had been denied the ability to 

live in a home they lawfully purchased simply because of their race. His legal acumen helped secure a U.S. Su-

preme Court decision in 1948 that upheld the familyôs right to remain in their home despite clauses that sought 

to bar Black occupancy. This victory contributed to the dismantling of discriminatory housing practices that had 

long perpetuated segregation. 

Service and Scholarship 
 
Francis Dent was not only a dedicated attorney but also a decorated serviceman. He served in World War I, af-

ter which he pursued legal practice with remarkable determination. Educated at Amherst College, Dentôs aca-

demic foundation and wartime service shaped his disciplined approach to law and 

advocacy, qualities that distinguished his professional career. 

 

 

 

Francis M. Dent, Esq.: Legal Advocate, Civil Rights Champion, and Omega Man 

ÂÙ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ "Ȣ #ÁÒÒÁÕÔÈÅÒÓȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ 

Francis Dent (Standing on L), with Edward Swan, Orsel 

McGhee, Willis Graves, Jr., & Minnie McGhee, victorious 

in the Michigan racially restrictive covenants lawsuit.  

Francis M. Dent U.S. Army WWI 1919 
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Fraternal Leadership and Community Impact 
 
 Within Omega Psi Phi, Dentôs leadership was equally noteworthy. He was instrumental in chartering the 

Nu Omega Chapter in Detroit in 1923, helping to extend the fraternityôs ideals, Manhood, Scholarship, Persever-

ance, and Uplift, into one of the most vibrant African American communities in the Midwest. Under his influence, 

the chapter became a hub for civic engagement, leadership development, and community ser-

vice. Dent also served the fraternity through appointed leadership roles, including as the 10th 

District Representative in the early 1930s, reflecting the high regard in which brothers held 

his judgment and leadership. Colleagues described him as a brilliant legal mind whose work 

ñdiligently advanced the interests of African-American citizensò in Detroit. 

 

 
 

Enduring Legacy 
 
 Today, Francis Dentôs legacy endures in the continued work of the Nu Omega Chapter, the broader Omega 

Psi Phi community, and in the ongoing struggle for civil rights. His life exemplifies how professional excellence, 

fraternal commitment, and principled activism can converge to create profound and lasting social change. 

 

Francis M. Dent, Esq. (Cont.) 

Francis M. Dent 1894-1964 

"ÒÏȢ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓ  -ÏÒÓÅ $ÅÎÔ ΧίΧέȟ 'ÁÍÍÁ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ Ǫ &ÏÒÔ $ÅÓ -ÏÉÎÅÓȟ 

)Ï×Á - 7ÁÒ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ȟ .Õ /ÍÅÇÁ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ #ÈÁÒÔÅÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒȟ $ÅÔÒÏÉÔȟ -) 
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Crossing the Burning Sands: Nu Omega Chapter Welcomes Our Fall 2025 Line  

Submitted by: Bro. Al Smith  

The Nu Omega Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. proudly celebrates the crossing of our 2025 Fall Line, 

The Faithful Unconquerable Noble Kings, known throughout the Brotherhood as the 7 Wonders of F.U.N.K.. 

On November 8, 2025, a brisk and chilly Autumn day, seven distinguished men completed their journey and 

stepped boldly into the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.. 

Their perseverance, discipline, and unwavering commitment to the principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Persever-

ance, and Uplift have earned them their place in our storied lineage. This line embodies the spirit of brotherhood 

and the enduring legacy of Nu Omega. 

Introducing the 7 Wonders of F.U.N.K.: 

1 - Bro. Darian Wells (Ace)  

2 - Bro. Kyle Lake 

3 - Bro. Charles Scott 

4 - Bro. Eric Slater 

5 - Bro. Michael Mojica 

6 - Bro. Larry Turner 

7 - Bro. Mario Hall II (Tail)  

Each new Brother brings unique strengths, talents, and perspectives that will enrich our chapter 

and strengthen our impact in the community. Their journey has only just begun, and we look 

forward to witnessing the leadership, service, and excellence they will contribute to Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity, Inc. and the Nu Omega Chapter. 

As we welcome these new Brothers into the fold, we honor not only their achievement but the 

legacy they now help carry forward. May their steps be guided by purpose, their voices uplift 

the community, and their bond with one another remain unbreakable.  

MSP Committee Members:  

Bro. Calvin Toone 

Bro. Chad Rhodes 

Bro. Brandon Graham 

Bro. Daryl Shackelford 

Bro. Keith Clark 

Bro. James McDonald 

Bro. Michael Stuckey 

Bro. Henry Simmons 

A special thank you the to all of the MSP certi-

fied members who helped to support these new 

members throughout their journey into our be-

loved organization. 

Congratulations to the 7 Wonders of F.U.N.K.! 

 Welcome to the Brotherhoodé. 
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Nu Omega Achievement Week: A Mandated Program Supported By Allé.. 

By Bro. Albert A. Smith III 

Achievement Week is a cornerstone of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and this year, the brothers of Nu 

Omega Chapter exemplified our mandated programs through a week of service, reflection, and brotherhood 

across the city of Detroit. From supporting our own, to engaging with the community. Here is a summary of our 

participation in this yearôs initiatives: 

The chapter kicked off the week with a focus on internal support and community health. 

We began on Monday, Nov. 10, with a Nu Omega Support Group session via Zoom, en-

suring our bonds remain strong and our brothers are supported mentally and emotionally. 

The topic covered the areas of anxiety and depression with Bro. Dr. Kenneth Coleman as 

the subject matter expert providing sound advice and recommendations to the brotherhood.  

On Tuesday, November 11, a Joint Chapter Veteranôs Day Blood Drive took place at 

the DPD Twelfth Precinct honoring those 

who served our nation providing life-saving 

donations to the community.  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Nov 12,  we shifted focus to the future. We gathered at 3rd New Hope Church 

for a critical panel discussion on the "State of the Black Family." Outstanding job per-

formed by the program moderator, Bro. Joe Wilson, regarding this impactful panel discus-

sion which united thought leaders, community advocates, and professionals and explored 

the challenges facing Black families, focusing on mental health, resilience, and the actiona-

ble strategies needed to empower and strengthen our communities for generations to come! 

Kudos for job well done! 

 

 

6" 3ÈÁÃËÅÌÆÏÒÄ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ )ÎÔÁËÅȢ 

"ÒÏȢ *ÏÅ 7ÉÌÓÏÎ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $-ί  $ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ 0ÁÎÅÌ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ  
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This was followed on Thursday, November 13, by a dedicated Youth Mentoring Program at 

the Durfee Innovation Society, investing time in the next generation of leaders. The Nu Ome-

ga Chapter brothers and their mentees gathered at the Durfee Innovation 

Society for a hands-on lesson in uplift. During this special session of the 

Youth Mentoring Program, mentors and mentees worked side-by-side to 

pack Thanksgiving food boxes for local families in need. By involving 

the youth in the assembly and preparation of these holiday meals, the 

brothers reinforced the value of community service and the importance of 

looking out for one's neighbor. This initiative not only provided essential 

resources to Detroit families but also empowered the mentees to see themselves as active 

contributors to the city's welfare. 

 

The latter half of the week centered on our history and our faith. The Nu Omega Founderôs 

Day Luncheon took place on Saturday, Nov. 15. Brothers gathered at Fellowship Chapel 

Church for a powerful luncheon featuring guest speaker Bishop Stacca-

to Powell (Past Grand Chaplain). His words inspired us to continue the 

work set forth by our founders. A guest appearance was made by Con-

gresswoman Jasmine Crockett who captured the audienceôs attention 

when she stepped to the podium to speak directly to the crowd with her trademark fire.  Out-

standing work and high accolades to Bro. Bruce Harrison and the Founderôs Day Committee 

for a job well done!  

 

 

On Sunday, November 16, the chapter worshipped together at St. John the Great Church, 

giving thanks for our collective successes and the strength of our union. Bro. Bishop Victor 

Sharpe Jr. delivered a powerful and inspiring sermon, uplifting both his 

congregation and his fraternity brothers with a message that resonated 

deeply throughout the church! As a Christian organization rooted in the 

spiritual foundations laid by the Fathers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., it is important for 

those outside our brotherhood to understand the significance of our Christian manhood and 

the way we integrate our faith into our daily lives.  

 

 

 

Achievement Week concluded on Monday, Nov. 17, with a Founders Day Fra-

ternal Fellowship at the historic Omega Mansion. It was a fitting end to the week, 

celebrating 113 years of manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift.  

Note: Thank you to Bro. District Chaplain Marcus Hillie for his leadership of this mandated program and all the 

brothers who chaired these events and the community partners who helped make this Achievement Week a re-

sounding success! 

/ÍÅÇÁ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙ ÉÎ 

Achievement Week (cont.) 

Bas. Graham & Congresswoman 

Crockett pose at NQ Founderôs Day 

Bro. Bishop Victor Sharpe Jr  preaches at 

St. John the Great Church 

Bro. Bishop Victor Sharpe Jr  and the Nu 
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The Nu Omega Chapterôs 2025 Founderôs Day Luncheon: 

ȷ Nɋ Collageé... 
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Nu Sigma Chapter: Notorious Since 1938                       ɁɆ 
Submitted by: Bro. Albert A. Smith III 

The Nu Sigma Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., seated at Wayne State University, continues to make a 

meaningful impact on campus and throughout Detroit. Supported by the Nu Sigma Graduate Chapter members, & 

the Nu Sigma Foundation, the Undergraduate Brothers are advancing a coordi-

nated vision of scholarship, service, and uplift. 

Nu Sigma undergraduates remain active leaders at Wayne State University, 

promoting academic excellence and civic engagement. Their recent initiatives 

include: 

ɋ Academic support programs that provide tutoring and study sessions for   
students. 

ɋ Campus leadership involvement through student organizations and cultural 
programming. 

ɋ Community service projects such as youth mentorship, food distribution, 
and neighborhood cleanups. 

ɋ Health and wellness outreach focused on mental health awareness and 
healthy living. 

These efforts reflect the chapterôs commitment to living out the Fraternityôs 

cardinal principles. 

The Nu Sigma Graduate Chapter continues to play a vital role in the development of undergraduate brothers. By 

establishing the Nu Sigma Foundation, the organization serves as the philanthropic arm supporting many of the 

chapterôs most impactful initiatives. Its work includes: 

ɋ Scholarship awards for Detroit students 

pursuing higher education. 

ɋ STEM and academic enrichment programs 

for local youth. 

ɋ Health and wellness events addressing dis-

parities in underserved neighborhoods. 

ɋ Collaborative partnerships with schools 

and community organizations. 

The Foundationôs efforts amplify the chap-

terôs reach and deepens its service footprint 

across Detroit. 

Led by the foundationôs chairman, Bro. James R. Harris, Esq., the leadership of The Nu Sigma Foundation include:  

ɁɆ Undergraduate  Brothers representing  

Wayne State University. 

Nu Sigma Foundation Members consisting of both Graduate and Undergraduate Brothers  

Committee Chairs 

Bro. Michael B. Carrauthers, PhD 

Bro. RaShawn Hardy, MA 

Bro. Undrereon Hall  

Bro. Michael Oliver  

Bro. Kevin L. Bell  

 

Board Members 

Bro. James R. Harris, Esq | Chairman 

Bro Calvin R. Toone, Sr. | Vice. Chairman 

Bro. Derryk Burgess, JD | Secretary 

Bro. Raleigh Ross | Treasurer 

Bro. Larry Ato Polk, Esq. | Chaplain 

Bro. Jonathan Klyce | Sgt.-At-Arms 

Board Members at Large 

Bro. Curtis Brunson, BA  

Bro. Michael Carson  

Bro. Mark Grier 

Bro. Tracy Thomas  

Bro. Truman Hudson Jr, EdD  

Bro. Jamal Joyner  
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Nu Omega Continuous Uplift Serieséé...  

 

Every 2nd & 4th Mondays of the Month 

Every 1st Friday of the Monthé.. 

Every 3rd Saturday of the Month at 10:00am 

Every 1st Saturday of the Month at 11:00am 


